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Abstract-The fish of the Chesterfield islands, a region midway between 
the Great Barrier Reef (GBR) and New Caledonia, have been sampled 
during several cruises by ORSTOM between 1984 and 1989. Infor
mation from these cruises and other sources are compiled into the first 
fish checklist of this region. A total of 866 taxa, representing 134 families, 
are recorded. 134 taxa are identified to the genus level, of which 58 
could be new to science. This fish fauna of the Chesterfield islands has 
closer affinities with that of New Caledonia than to the GBR. One 
notices also the low representation of several genera (Neopomacentrus, 
Scolopsis, Siganus, Abudefduj) which are abundant in both New Cale
donia and on the GBR. 

Introduction 

The Chesterfield Islands are located in the Coral Sea midway between Aus
tralia and New Caledonia between latitudes 19 and 22°S (Figure 1). These small 
islands lie upon a submerged plateau tilted eastward the edges of which are at a 
depth of 60-80 m. The outer slopes of the bank descend rapidly to depths of 
over 1000 m. Several other submerged plateaus (Nova Bank, Argo Bank, Kelso 
Bank, Capel Bank) extending south of the Chesterfiled Islands form the northern 
part of the Lord Howe rise. They are separated from the Great Barrier Reef by 
the end of the Tasman Basin (3500 m deep) on which stand several islands and 
reefs (Kenn Reef, Bird Island, Cato Island, Frederick Island). The Chesterfield 
Islands, along with two reef formations (Nereus Reef and Fairway Reef) are 
separated from New Caledonia by the New Caledonian Basin (over 3500 m deep). 

Very few studies have been conducted on the fishes from this area. The first 
publication concerning Chesterfield fishes seems to be the report by Rancurel 
(1973). The next is that of Barro (1979) who noted that ORSTOM conducted 


























































































