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Abstract

The second abnormally high concentration of Acanthaster population was observed
in the mid-western coast of Okinawa in 1969. Although the high-density area extended
northwards, the concentration is still observable in roughly the same part of the island.
Some parts of the coral reefs attacked are presently almost free from living corals. Ob-
servations on the ecological distribution, density, size distribution, etc., of an Acanthaster
population was carried out in April and May 1972 around Sesoko Island, located 500 m
away from Okinawa Island. The change in the population one year after that will be
reported with a note on the change observed in the devastated area. Some aspects of the
biology of Acanthaster will also be reported.
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